TREE  AND  ANIMAL  WORSHIP
of the legends of the world life-tree; as the Ygdrasil of Scandinavian myth; and the giant cedar of Chaldean myth, whence perhaps that of the Hebrew Tree of Knowledge was derived.
The voices which the savage hears in the trees are more audible in the animal.    " Though the Indian knows that he no longer understands the language of the beasts and birds around him, yet he attaches but little weight to this, in that he is constantly meeting with other Indians of one or the other alien   tribes  which  surround  him,   who  speak languages at least as unintelligible to him as are those of birds and beasts." 48   The beast tales which amused our childhood record what to the barbaric mind are real incidents.   What happens to the man happens to the animal;   where he parts company with it is in the attribution of abnormal power; when, for example, he watches the flight of the bird or the movements of the serpent.   The path of the one through the air has been the parent of a large number of superstitions, while in its brooding on the nest there is probably the source of the world-wide myth of the Creation Egg.   And although much nonsense
48 Sir Everard im Thurn, Indiana of Guiana, p. 352. 75